[Should every patient with atrial fibrillation get anticoagulants?].
Embolic complications are very common in patients with atrial fibrillation. Patients over 60 years with organic heart disease, arterial hypertension, diabetes mellitus and previous embolic complications are prone to embolic complications. In these high risk groups anticoagulation should be introduced when no contraindications exist. Long term anticoagulation therapy should be evaluated for each patient individually balancing pro and contra. For patients with a low risk of embolism aspirin is a valuable alternative to anticoagulation. Patients below 60 years without heart disease and without additional risks do not need any therapy.